Participatory need measurement is a process based on community-based management approach, which focuses on different aspects of local communities' needs. The project of Iranian model for participation and empowerment of local communities with social networks approach is a step towards developing an action plan in Bozijan Village, Mahallat District, Markazi Province. Priorities and needs assessment of problems and challenges is one of the most important principles in rural planning. For this purpose, using qualitative methods such as group discussion and brainstorming, we defined the challenges of participatory activities and then using AHP method, we prioritized rural development issues in view of local stakeholders. The results showed that on the basis of AHP in men and women groups, no range license to take advantage of the rangeland and lack of suitable employment of women, with the highest priority, 15% of men's needs and 29% of women's needs had highest priority . In this study all problems from the perspective of local stakeholders (men and women) were identified and prioritized, which can be the basis for planning and policy making to achieve comprehensive development in rural areas.
Introduction
ural development programs are part of every country's development plans used for socio-economic transformation of rural communities. Social capital is a low-cost and reliable method to achieve sustainable rural development. Putnam (1993) believed that social capital was a set of concepts such as trust, norms, and networks that lead to communication and optimized collaboration between members of a community and ultimately would ensure their mutual interests. Social capital is fundamental to social empowerment of local communities and is considered as one of the most important sociological concepts in the cooperative management of the land, and used as a key factor in the process of community-based management approach in rural development. Collaboration is one of the basic elements of social capital and also missing and fundamental aspect of sustainable development in rural areas. Achieving rural sustainable development without adopting the attitude towards popular participation is not pos-sible. Participation that is concerned in rural development is developmental participation. This kind of participation covers all levels of society, its needs and dimensions of individual and group life. In traditional structures of rural development, people participation was less considered but in recent years successful projects in rural development have done with people participation and today the word of collaboration is one of fundamental parts in rural development culture.
Methodology
One of the tools for implementing the real participation of rural communities in the formulation of policies and the implementation of rural development projects are social facilitation techniques. This technique generally emphasizes on Participatory Rural Appraisal (PRA) method and quantitative methods for production the information. PRA method can enhance the villagers' comprehension to understand their problems and opportunities and control their choices and programs and to start the process of participation that can be continued through the implementation of programs or local initiatives management and community control over government plans. This study focused on the needs assessment in achieving sustainable rural development and needs prioritization is determined based on local communities' ideas with qualitative methods such as group discussions and brainstorming. This study carried out in Bozijan village, Bagher Abad district, Mahallat Township, Markazi Province. The main job in this village is animal husbandry and agriculture. There are 8 wells in the village that generally is used for agricultural operation. The amount of irrigated land in the village is low and the water resources include springs, wells, and qanat. The problems of this sector are waste water through the canals and problems along the qanat.
The project of Iranian model for participation and empowerment of local communities with social network approach have been implemented in Bozijan village aimed at land integrated and sustainable management and sustainable rural development. In this project for the first time the new structure as "Land Integrated Management Committee (LIMC)" has been established for policy making in Mahallat Township. In addition to this committee, sustainable rural development fund (micro-credit fund) was established to mobilize financial resources with community participation. The number of male members of this micro-credit fund is 74. The executive project focused on rural empowerment and setting up micro-credit fund, and participation of local communities is necessary in order to achieve this goal. For social empowerment and strengthening of social capital, it is necessary to analyze the pattern of relationships between actors and studying the structure of the relationships in networks at different levels. In this project, social network analysis (SNA) was used to empower local communities and their participation in the sustainable rural development to assess the stability of relations and inter-group social capital. Therefore, in this project, participatory needs assessment workshops, including social and resource mapping, rural circulation, extraction routine-quarterly, assessing changes routine, problems trees, and prioritize the problems. In order to perform this research, facilitation team with continuous presence in Bozijan village and provide the necessary training to any of the head groups formed in the project, and prioritization was done by AHP. Using numbers from the matrix of pair wise comparison group of men and women in rural areas, the results of the needs assessment workshop were fed into EXPERT CHOICE software, and needs prioritization was determined.
In this study, using qualitative methods such as group discussion and brainstorming, the participatory problems were determined and using AHP, rural development priorities were determined and for the first time in Iran, needs determination was carried out in a smaller level with advanced training to stakeholders in order to determine participatory and mathematical needs.
Results
The results showed that on the basis of AHP concept, in men and women groups, lack of range license to take advantage of the rangeland (15% of men needs) and lack of suitable employment of women (29% of women needs), are the high priorities. In this study all the problems from the perspective of local stakeholders (men and women) were identified and prioritized, which can be the basis for planning and policy making to achieve comprehensive development in rural areas.
Discussion
Cooperative need assessment of villagers in Bozijan is a coordinated system for empowerment of local communities based on a successful national pattern of definite strategies and policies in the context of rural communitybased management. Once needs of local beneficiaries are correctly and timely pinpointed, proper decisions will be feasible. Accordingly, in the present project, a precise qualitative need assessment was done and local communities were educated about AHP concept. It was for the first time in Iran that a measure beyond local experts, decisions was taken and by educating beneficiaries, cooper-ative and mathematical need assessment occurred. It was found that paving the way for building trust and cooperation of villagers, so that they feel their essential role in the community, helps projects, which demands cooperation of villagers, proceed in shorter time and at lower cost. Holding cooperation workshops for need assessment can enhance active presence of rural communities in decision making. Specifying needs and educating AHP concept to villagers and generating a kind of literature which fills the communicative gap between local communities and experts is a difficult task but creates a common language and facilitates achieving organizational goals.
Satisfaction of villagers by experts who could correctly specify their needs and trusting them in this regard, encourages implementation of cooperative projects. Local communities' participation, especially at alternating livelihood structures is an approach extracted out of cooperative workshops. With an emphasis on this approach, we attempted in the present study to increase local communities' participation in need assessment, decision making, and implementation phase of the project. To what extent need assessment corresponds with rural community depends on the presence of experts and their advice for correctly selecting biological criteria. Therefore, indigenous knowledge of Bozijan inhabitants about their environment and their participation in need assessment workshops help reaching higher goals. The present study emphasizes on grass root participation as the basis of social development and introduces it as an efficient instrument.
Conclusion
If need assessment is done in such a way that leaves positive sense of satisfaction in collective memory, the whole local community will be extremely satisfied. Besides, community-based participation propels empowerment which in turn leads to active participation of local communities for solving problems that had driven failure of a specific policy or approach and therefore resilience of local communities will enhance. It is recommended that the needs of villagers are provided in each project since sympathy of villagers with the project encourages them to pay more attention to the goals of project and this sense of sympathy along with the sense of responsibility is a giant leap and internal drive which secures achievements of management objectives. . (Elmi, Sharepoor, & Hoseini, 2006; Tajbakhsh, 2002) ‫کند‬ ‫می‬ ‫اجتماعی‬ ‫توانمندسازی‬ ‫در‬ ‫اساسی‬ ‫ارکان‬ ‫از‬ ‫یکی‬ ‫اجتماعی‬ ‫سرمایه‬ ‫در‬ ‫شناختی‬ ‫جامعه‬ ‫مهم‬ ‫مفاهیم‬ ‫از‬ ‫و‬ (Ghorbani, 2015a) ‫محلی‬ ‫جوامع‬ ‫به‬ ‫و‬ (Putnam, 2001) Saaty, 1990; Saaty, 1996) AHP ‫روش‬ ‫در‬ 
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